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Dr. Carter G. Woodson


Americans have recognized black history annually since 1926, first as "Negro History Week" and later as "Black History Month." What you might not know is that black history had barely begun to be studied—or even documented—when the tradition originated. Although blacks have been in America at least as far back as colonial times, it was not until the 20th century that they gained a respectable presence in the history books.

Blacks Absent from History Books
We owe the celebration of Black History Month, and more importantly, the study of black history, to Dr. Carter G. Woodson. Born to parents who were former slaves, he spent his childhood working in the Kentucky coal mines and enrolled in high school at age twenty. He graduated within two years and later went on to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard. The scholar was disturbed to find in his studies that history books largely ignored the black American population—and when blacks did figure into the picture, it was generally in ways that reflected the inferior social position they were assigned at the time.

Established Journal of Negro History
Woodson, always one to act on his ambitions, decided to take on the challenge of writing black Americans into the nation's history. He established the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (now called the Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History) in 1915, and a year later founded the widely respected Journal of Negro History. In 1926, he launched Negro History Week as an initiative to bring national attention to the contributions of black people throughout American history.

Woodson chose the second week of February for Negro History Week because it marks the birthdays of two men who greatly impacted the American black population, Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. However, February has much more than Douglass and Lincoln to show for its significance in black American history. For example:

· February 23, 1868:
W. E. B. DuBois, important civil rights leader and co-founder of the NAACP, was born.

· February 3, 1870:
The 15th Amendment was passed, granting blacks the right to vote. 

· February 25, 1870:
The first black U.S. senator, Hiram R. Revels (1822-1901), took his oath of office.

· February 12, 1909:
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was founded by a group of concerned black and white citizens in New York City.

· February 1, 1960:
In what would become a civil-rights movement milestone, a group of black Greensboro, N.C., college students began a sit-in at a segregated Woolworth's lunch counter.

February 21, 1965:
Malcolm X, the militant leader who promoted Black Nationalism, was shot to death by three Black Muslims. 

Black Scientists & Inventors
Benjamin Banneker, Thomas Jennings, other exceptional scientists
TWO EARLY African-American scientists, namely mathematician and astronomer Benjamin Banneker and agricultural chemist George Washington Carver, have become legendary for their intellect and ingenuity.

Born free in Maryland, Banneker was largely self-taught. He constructed the first striking clock to be made in America, helped survey the boundaries for Washington, D.C., and published an almanac, which he compiled based on his own astronomical observations and calculations. 

Carver was born into slavery at the very end of the Civil War. He attended Iowa State College of Agriculture, where he received degrees in agricultural science. During his career as a researcher and educator, he advocated innovative agricultural methods and developed hundreds of applications for certain agricultural products, such as the peanut.

	

Born free in Maryland, Banneker was largely self-taught. He constructed the first striking clock to be made in America, helped survey the boundaries for Washington, D.C., and published an almanac


	 


Although Banneker and Carver are probably the best-known black scientists, they were not the only ones. The achievements of a selection of pioneering black scientists, including Banneker and Carver, are outlined in the list of African American Scientists below.

Inventors
UNLIKE BLACK SLAVES, free blacks prior to the Civil War were entitled to receive patents for their inventions. Though, again, because blacks lacked educational and vocational opportunities, few had the necessary skills or experience to develop their inventive ideas or patent them. 

Despite these constraints, there were a number of successful black inventors whose inventions proved useful and important. Thomas Jennings, the first known African American to hold a patent, used the money he earned from his invention to fund abolitionist causes.

Some slaves, who were skilled craftsmen, did create devices or techniques that benefited their masters' enterprises. According to a decision by the federal government in 1858, though, neither the slave nor the slave owner could claim ownership rights to such an invention. In 1870, following the Civil War, the U.S. patent laws were revised so that anyone, regardless of race, could hold a patent. Consequently the number of patents issued to African Americans soared. Below is a list of some notable African-American inventors.

	African American Scientists

	Benjamin Banneker
(1731-1806)
	Born into a family of free blacks in Maryland, Banneker learned the rudiments of reading, writing, and arithmetic from his grandmother and a Quaker schoolmaster. Later he taught himself advanced mathematics and astronomy. He is best known for publishing an almanac based on his astronomical calculations. 

	Rebecca Cole
(1846-1922)
	Born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Cole was the second black woman to graduate from medical school (1867). She joined Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell, the first white woman physician, in New York and taught hygiene and childcare to families in poor neighborhoods. 

	Edward Alexander Bouchet
(1852-1918)
	Born in New Haven, Connecticut, Bouchet was the first African American to graduate (1874) from Yale College. In 1876, upon receiving his Ph.D. in physics from Yale, he became the first African American to earn a doctorate. Bouchet spent his career teaching college chemistry and physics. 

	Dr. Daniel Hale Williams
(1856-1931)
	Williams was born in Pennsylvania and attended medical school in Chicago, where he received his M.D. in 1883. He founded the Provident Hospital in Chicago in 1891, and he performed the first successful open heart surgery in 1893. 

	George Washington Carver
(1865?-1943)
	Born into slavery in Missouri, Carver later earned degrees from Iowa Agricultural College. The director of agricultural research at the Tuskegee Institute from 1896 until his death, Carver developed hundreds of applications for farm products important to the economy of the South, including the peanut, sweet potato, soybean, and pecan. 

	Charles Henry Turner
(1867-1923)
	A native of Cincinnati, Ohio, Turner received a B.S. (1891) and M.S. (1892) from the University of Cincinnati and a Ph.D. (1907) from the University of Chicago. A noted authority on the behavior of insects, he was the first researcher to prove that insects can hear.

	Ernest Everett Just
(1883-1941)
	Originally from Charleston, South Carolina, Just attended Dartmouth College and the University of Chicago, where he earned a Ph.D. in zoology in 1916. Just's work on cell biology took him to marine laboratories in the U.S. and Europe and led him to publish more than 50 papers. 

	Archibald Alexander
(1888-1958)
	Iowa-born Alexander attended Iowa State University and earned a civil engineering degree in 1912. While working for an engineering firm, he designed the Tidal Basin Bridge in Washington, D.C. Later he formed his own company, designing Whitehurst Freeway in Washington, D.C. and an airfield in Tuskegee, Alabama, among other projects. 

	Roger Arliner Young
(1889-1964)
	Ms. Young was born in Virginia and attended Howard University, University of Chicago, and University of Pennsylvania, where she earned a Ph.D. in zoology in 1940. Working with her mentor, Ernest E. Just, she published a number of important studies.

	Dr. Charles Richard Drew
(1904-1950)
	Born in Washington, D.C., Drew earned advanced degrees in medicine and surgery from McGill University in Montreal, Quebec, in 1933 and from Columbia University in 1940. He is particularly noted for his research in blood plasma and for setting up the first blood bank.


	African American Inventors

	Thomas L. Jennings
(1791-1859)
	A tailor in New York City, Jennings is credited with being the first African American to hold a U.S. patent. The patent, which was issued in 1821, was for a dry-cleaning process.

	Norbert Rillieux
(1806-1894)
	Born the son of a French planter and a slave in New Orleans, Rillieux was educated in France. Returning to the U.S., he developed an evaporator for refining sugar, which he patented in 1846. Rillieux's evaporation technique is still used in the sugar industry and in the manufacture of soap and other products.

	Benjamin Bradley
(1830?-?)
	A slave, Bradley was employed at a printing office and later at the Annapolis Naval Academy, where he helped set up scientific experiments. In the 1840s he developed a steam engine for a war ship. Unable to patent his work, he sold it and with the proceeds purchased his freedom.

	Elijah McCoy
(1844-1929)
	The son of escaped slaves from Kentucky, McCoy was born in Canada and educated in Scotland. Settling in Detroit, Michigan, he invented a lubricator for steam engines (patented 1872) and established his own manufacturing company. During his lifetime he acquired 57 patents.

	Lewis Howard Latimer
(1848-1929)
	Born in Chelsea, Mass., Latimer learned mechanical drawing while working for a Boston patent attorney. He later invented an electric lamp and a carbon filament for light bulbs (patented 1881, 1882). Latimer was the only African-American member of Thomas Edison's engineering laboratory.

	Granville T. Woods
(1856-1910)
	Woods was born in Columbus, Ohio, and later settled in Cincinnati. Largely self-educated, he was awarded more than 60 patents. One of his most important inventions was a telegraph that allowed moving trains to communicate with other trains and train stations, thus improving railway efficiency and safety. 

	Madame C.J. Walker
(1867-1919)
	Widowed at 20, Louisiana-born Sarah Breedlove Walker supported herself and her daughter as a washerwoman. In the early 1900s she developed a hair care system and other beauty products. Her business, headquartered in Indianapolis, Indiana, amassed a fortune, and she became a generous patron of many black charities.

	Garrett Augustus Morgan
(1877-1963)
	Born in Kentucky, Morgan invented a gas mask (patented 1914) that was used to protect soldiers from chlorine fumes during World War I. Morgan also received a patent (1923) for a traffic signal that featured automated STOP and GO signs. Morgan's invention was later replaced by traffic lights.

	Frederick McKinley Jones
(1892-1961)
	Jones was born in Cincinnati, Ohio. An experienced mechanic, he invented a self-starting gas engine and a series of devices for movie projectors. More importantly, he invented the first automatic refrigeration system for long-haul trucks (1935). Jones was awarded more than 40 patents in the field of refrigeration.

	David Crosthwait, Jr.
(1898-1976)
	Born in Nashville, Tennessee, Crosthwait earned a B.S. (1913) and M.S. (1920) from Purdue University. An expert on heating, ventilation, and air conditioning, he designed the heating system for Radio City Music Hall in New York. During his lifetime he received some 40 U.S. patents relating to HVAC systems. 


Civil Rights Timeline
Milestones in the modern civil rights movement
	1954
	May 17
 

The Supreme Court rules on the landmark case Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kans., unanimously agreeing that segregation in public schools is unconstitutional. The ruling paves the way for large-scale desegregation. It is a victory for NAACP attorney Thurgood Marshall, who will later return to the Supreme Court as the nation's first black justice. 

Top

	1955
	Dec. 1
 

(Montgomery, Ala.) NAACP member Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat at the front of the bus to a white passenger, defying a southern custom of the time. In response to her arrest the Montgomery black community launches a bus boycott, which will last for more than a year, until the buses are desegregated Dec. 21, 1956. As newly elected president of the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA), Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., is instrumental in leading the boycott. 

Top

	1957
	Jan.–Feb. 

Rev. King, Charles K. Steele, and Fred L. Shuttlesworth establish the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, of which King is made the first president. The SCLC becomes a major force in organizing the civil rights movement. 

Sept. 

(Little Rock, Ark.) Formerly all-white Central High School learns that integration is easier said than done. Nine black students are blocked from entering the school by crowds organized by Governor Orval Faubus. President Eisenhower sends federal troops and the National Guard to intervene on behalf of the students. 

Top

	1960
	Feb. 1 

(Greensboro, N.C.) Four black students from North Carolina Agricultural and Technical College begin a sit-in at a segregated Woolworth's lunch counter. Although they are refused service, they are allowed to stay at the counter. The event triggers many similar nonviolent protests throughout the South.

April 

(Raleigh, N.C.) The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) is founded at Shaw University, providing young blacks a more organized place in the civil rights movement. The SNCC later grows into a more radical organization, especially under the leadership of Stokely Carmichael (1966–1967). 

Top

	1961
	May 4 

The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) begins sending student volunteers on bus trips to test the implementation of new laws prohibiting segregation in interstate travel facilities. One of the first two groups of "freedom riders," as they are called, encounters its first problem two weeks later, when a mob in Alabama sets the riders' bus on fire. The program continues, and by the end of the summer 1,000 volunteers, black and white, have participated. 

Top

	1963
	June 12 

(Jackson, Miss.) Mississippi's NAACP field secretary, 37-year-old Medgar Evers, is murdered outside his home. Byron De La Beckwith is tried twice in 1964, both trials resulting in hung juries. Thirty years later he is convicted for murdering Evers.

Aug. 28
 

(Washington, D.C.) About 250,000 people join the March on Washington. Congregating at the Lincoln Memorial, participants listen as Reverend King delivers his famous "I Have a Dream" speech.

Sept. 15 

(Birmingham, Ala.) Four young girls attending Sunday school are killed when a bomb explodes at the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, a popular location for civil rights meetings. Riots erupt in Birmingham, leading to the deaths of two more black youths. 

Top

	1964
	Summer 

The Council of Federated Organizations (COFO), a network of civil rights groups that includes CORE and SNCC, launches a massive effort to register black voters during what becomes known as the Freedom Summer. It also sends delegates to the Democratic National Convention to protest—and attempt to unseat—the official all-white Mississippi contingent. 

July 2
 

President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1964, making segregation in public facilities and discrimination in employment illegal. 

Aug. 5 

Three Mississippi civil-rights workers are officially declared missing, having disappeared on June 21. The last day they were seen, James E. Cheney, 21; Andrew Goodman, 21; and Michael Schwerner, 24, had been arrested, incarcerated, and then released on speeding charges. Their murdered bodies are found after President Johnson sends military personnel to join the search party. It is later revealed that the police released the three men to the Ku Klux Klan. The trio had been working to register black voters. 

Top

	1965
	Feb. 21
 

Malcolm X, black nationalist and founder of the Organization of Afro-American Unity, is shot to death in Harlem. It is believed the assailants are members of the Black Muslim faith, which Malcolm had recently abandoned. 

March 7 

(Selma, Ala.) Blacks begin a march to Montgomery in support of voting rights but are stopped at the Pettus Bridge by a police blockade. Fifty marchers are hospitalized after police use tear gas, whips, and clubs against them. The incident is dubbed "Bloody Sunday" by the media.

Aug. 10 

Congress passes the Voting Rights Act of 1965, making it easier for Southern blacks to register to vote. Literacy tests and other such requirements that tended to restrict black voting become illegal. 

Top

	1968
	April 4 

(Memphis, Tenn.) Reverend King, at age 39, is shot as he stands on the balcony outside his hotel room. Although escaped convict James Earl Ray later pleads guilty to the crime, questions about the actual circumstances of King's assassination remain to this day. 

April 11 

President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1968, prohibiting discrimination in the sale, rental, and financing of housing. 

Top

	1971
	April 20 

The Supreme Court, in Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education, upholds busing as a legitimate means for achieving integration of public schools. Although largely unwelcome (and sometimes violently opposed) in local school districts, court-ordered busing plans in cities such as Charlotte, Boston, and Denver continue until the late 1990s. 

Top

	1988
	March 22 

Overriding President Reagan's veto, Congress passes the Civil Rights Restoration Act, which expands the reach of non-discrimination laws within private institutions receiving federal funds. 

	1991
	Nov. 22
 

After two years of debates, vetoes, and threatened vetoes, President Bush reverses himself and signs the Civil Rights Act of 1991, strengthening existing civil rights laws and providing for damages in cases of intentional employment discrimination.


African Americans by the Numbers

From the U.S. Census Bureau


Population Total 
36.4 million
The number of U.S. residents who reported as African American alone or in combination with one or more other races in Census 2000. This group made up 12.9% of the total population.

Income and Poverty 
$29,470
The annual median income of African-American households, which is just under the all-time high reached in 2000 ($30,495 in 2001 dollars). 

$14,953
Annual per capita income for African-Americans, unchanged from 2000, after adjusting for inflation. 

22.7%
Poverty rate for African Americans, which remains at the all-time low achieved in 2000 and 1999. The number of African Americans who are poor, 8.1 million, is not significantly different from the number of poor in 2000.

Education
72%
Among African Americans age 25 and over, the percentage who have at least a high school diploma. This continues the steady climb in educational attainment for African Americans in recent decades: the 1990 census showed that 63% of this age group had this level of education; in the 1980 census, it was 51%. 

14%
The percentage among African Americans age 25 and over who have a bachelor's degree or higher. That proportion has risen since the 1990 census, when 11% of African Americans age 25 and over had a bachelor's degree or higher. And the current percentage has almost doubled since the 1980 census, when the figure was 8%. 

954,000
The number of African Americans age 25 and over who have a graduate or professional degree. This number represented 5% of all people age 25 and over reporting this race only. In contrast, the 1990 census showed that 644,000, or 4%, of African Americans age 25 and over had this level of education. 

$2.5 million
Estimated work-life earnings for full-time, year-round, African-American workers with an advanced degree. For African Americans, more education means higher career earnings: those without a high school diploma would earn less than $1 million during their work life, increasing to $1.0 million for workers with a high school education and $1.7 million for those with a bachelor's degree. 

Children and Families
8.4 million
Number of African-American families. Of these: 

3.9 million, or 46%, consist of married couples. 

4.8 million, or 56%, include own children under 18. 

2.0 million, or 24%, are married couples with their own children under 18. 

11.8 million
Number of African-American children under 18. Among these children, 41% live in a home maintained by their mother, 34% in a home maintained by both of their parents and 13% in a grandparent's home. 

Housing
5.7 million
Number of African-American householders who own their own home, representing 46% of all African-American householders. In 1990, the corresponding figures were 4.3 million and 43%. 

Ages
29.5
The median age of the African-American population. The median age for the total U.S. population is 35.3 years. 

Serving Our Nation
2.6 million
Number of African-American military veterans. 

Voting
57
The percentage of African-American citizens 18 years old or over who cast a ballot in the last presidential election, an increase of 4 percentage points from 1996. By comparison, the voting rate for all citizens increased just 2 percentage points, from 58% to 60%. 

Businesses 
823,500
Number of African American–owned businesses in the United States in 1997. These businesses employed 718,300 people and generated $71.2 billion in revenues. They made up 4% of the nation's 20.8 million nonfarm businesses and 27% of its 3.0 million minority-owned firms. 



26%
The increase from 1992 to 1997 in the number of African American–owned firms, excluding corporations; the total number of firms in the United States grew 7% over the same period. 

38%
Proportion of the nation's African American–owned firms in 1997 whose owners were women, a higher percentage of female owners than in any other minority race or ethnic group. 

$86,500
Average receipts of an African American–owned firm in 1997. A small subset of African American–owned firms—8,700—had annual sales of $1 million or more each. 

Jobs 
119,000
Number of African-American engineers in 2000. Additionally, 48,000 African Americans were lawyers and 45,000 were physicians. 

15.3 million 

Number of employed African Americans.

Population Distribution 
Nation
Census 2000 was the first census in which respondents had the option of choosing more than one race to describe their racial identity. The population who chose African American only in 2000 showed an increase of 4.7 million, or 15.6%, since 1990. However, if the population who chose African American and at least one additional race is added, the result is an increase of 6.4 million, or 21.5%. 

Note: The data that follow pertain to the population who chose African American alone and the population that chose African American and at least one other race.
54%
The percentage of people reporting as African American who lived in the South, according to Census 2000.

States
17
The number of states with 1 million or more African-American residents in 2000. Ten (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, and Virginia) were in the South. The remaining seven were California, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. Combined, these states accounted for more than 8 in 10 of the nation's African Americans. 

37%
The percentage of Mississippi's population that reported as African American in Census 2000. Louisiana (33%), South Carolina (30%), Georgia, Maryland (29% each), and Alabama (26%) followed. The District of Columbia, a state equivalent, had the highest proportion, with 61%.

Cities 
2.3 million
The number of people in New York City who in Census 2000 reported as African American. New York led all the nation's cities in this category. Chicago was second, with 1.1 million, followed by Detroit; Philadelphia; Houston; Los Angeles; Baltimore; Memphis, Tenn.; Washington, D.C.; and New Orleans. 

85%
Percentage of Gary, Ind., residents who in Census 2000 reported as African American. Among cities with 100,000 or more residents, Gary edged out Detroit (83%). 

Info found at: http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhm1.html

[image: image2.jpg]T



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]


